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FAITH AND THE MACHINERY OF STATE: INTERROGATING RELIGIOUS HEGEMONY 

IN CHUMA NWOKOLO’S THE EXTINCTION OF MENAI

ADAMU, Paul

Kaduna State College of Education,

GidanWaya, Kafanchan, Kaduna.

 

This article examines faith-related discourse in Chuma Nwokolo’s 

Ghost of Sani Abacha. Consequently, four extracts are purposively sampled for this qualitative study. 

Using Micheal Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), the study analyses the linguistic 

processes that construct agency and power within the framework of religious 

integrates Marxist Critical Theory to interrogate the modes of production and the inherent power 

struggles that define social relationships in contemporary Nigerian society.  Findings show that, using 

choice words, agency andpower reside with the bourgeoisies, and they are wheeled to promote and 

sustain the dominant capitalist ideology by institutionalising religion as a catalyst for promoting this 

ideology. Therefore, beyond their theological and overt functions, traditional and w

only serve as a conduit pipe for political integration, bridging the gap between social dogma and the 

exercise of state power, but alsofunctions as a critical agent for reinforcing the capitalist hegemony. 

Thepapervalidates the claim that religion is both a tool for controlling the people, and for sustaining 

the capitalist spirit. These includethe commercialization of religion, changing religious alliances and 

perpetuating state back nepotism with it. The paper finally concludes that he

and traditional religions remains a complex challenge.  

 

Keywords: Hegemony, Religion, Capitalism, Western Religion and Traditional Religion

Introduction 

While it is difficult to pin down a single acceptable definition of religion

not only a complex phenomenon but also a multifaceted one that points to personal or collective beliefs, 
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ABSTRACT 

related discourse in Chuma Nwokolo’s The Extinction of Menai

. Consequently, four extracts are purposively sampled for this qualitative study. 

Using Micheal Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), the study analyses the linguistic 

processes that construct agency and power within the framework of religious hegemony. In addition, it 

integrates Marxist Critical Theory to interrogate the modes of production and the inherent power 

struggles that define social relationships in contemporary Nigerian society.  Findings show that, using 

reside with the bourgeoisies, and they are wheeled to promote and 

sustain the dominant capitalist ideology by institutionalising religion as a catalyst for promoting this 

ideology. Therefore, beyond their theological and overt functions, traditional and w

only serve as a conduit pipe for political integration, bridging the gap between social dogma and the 

exercise of state power, but alsofunctions as a critical agent for reinforcing the capitalist hegemony. 

hat religion is both a tool for controlling the people, and for sustaining 

the capitalist spirit. These includethe commercialization of religion, changing religious alliances and 

perpetuating state back nepotism with it. The paper finally concludes that hegemony backed by western 

and traditional religions remains a complex challenge.   

Hegemony, Religion, Capitalism, Western Religion and Traditional Religion 

While it is difficult to pin down a single acceptable definition of religion, many would agree that it is 

not only a complex phenomenon but also a multifaceted one that points to personal or collective beliefs, 
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FAITH AND THE MACHINERY OF STATE: INTERROGATING RELIGIOUS HEGEMONY 

THE GHOST OF SANI 

The Extinction of Menai and The 

. Consequently, four extracts are purposively sampled for this qualitative study. 

Using Micheal Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), the study analyses the linguistic 

hegemony. In addition, it 

integrates Marxist Critical Theory to interrogate the modes of production and the inherent power 

struggles that define social relationships in contemporary Nigerian society.  Findings show that, using 

reside with the bourgeoisies, and they are wheeled to promote and 

sustain the dominant capitalist ideology by institutionalising religion as a catalyst for promoting this 

ideology. Therefore, beyond their theological and overt functions, traditional and western religions not 

only serve as a conduit pipe for political integration, bridging the gap between social dogma and the 

exercise of state power, but alsofunctions as a critical agent for reinforcing the capitalist hegemony. 

hat religion is both a tool for controlling the people, and for sustaining 

the capitalist spirit. These includethe commercialization of religion, changing religious alliances and 

gemony backed by western 

, many would agree that it is 

not only a complex phenomenon but also a multifaceted one that points to personal or collective beliefs, 
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cultural tradition and a significant component of social structures. In Hegel’s view, religion is intrinsic 

to man. It constitutes the total drive of the human spirit toward something more fulfilling, namely God, 

that is concrete, real, simple and unconditionally universal(Adogbo 12, citing Hegel 96). Among many 

others, three descriptions of religion are alluded to in this p

of the Holy which man is committed to. Accordingly, it is “the most powerful, comprehensive, 

shattering and profound experience of which man is capable” (Wash 30). Secondly, it is a reference to 

the ultimate reality foregrounded in beliefs, practices and doctrines (Adogbo 13), and thirdly; religion 

denotes a kind of orientation and way(s) of life that embodies enlightenment, deliverance and salvation. 

Correspondingly, Kitagawa affirms that “the central concern of

what religion provides is not information about life and the world but the practical path of 

transformation of man according to his understanding of what existence ought to be” (28).  

In today’s world, it is not uncommon for certain religious values, beliefs and practices to be considered 

superior than others, affirming the hegemonic relationship existing between the different religions of 

the world. This is not unexpected as “religion influences social dynamics”

regard that many scholars claim that the existence of religious hegemony serves as the primary catalyst 

for sectarian or ideological disputes within a state (Join 60

Sarjoon 211-223).In the words of Perez, a religion is said to be hegemonic if it meets these three 

conditions: enjoys institutional backing through official status, funding and public visibility, supports a 

defined religious group and with distinct doctrines, and creates a s

of the said religion have unlimited access to social, political and economic privileges when compared to 

non-adherents (3).  

The impact of religious hegemony can be all embracing in many areas: the suppression of religio

freedom, autonomy, and representation. For instance, within the Nigerian enclave, Soyinka warns that, 

“since the intervention of religion in nation being has been of utmost savage, unconscionable and 

increasingly intolerant kind. No word for it but butc

marginalised communities may feel pressured to conform to dominant religious norms which can 

invariably lead to the suppression of their own religious practices and traditions. Tackling religious 

hegemony requires a critical understanding of the power dynamics inherent it after which effective 

strategies and steps toward for religious tolerance and coexistence can be taken. Invariably, there are 

usually contestations against religious hegemonies (Kırkpınar an

Furthermore, Nwokolo unveils in 

religion whether western or traditional can act as a state apparatus of hegemony by influencing social 
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cultural tradition and a significant component of social structures. In Hegel’s view, religion is intrinsic 

nstitutes the total drive of the human spirit toward something more fulfilling, namely God, 

that is concrete, real, simple and unconditionally universal(Adogbo 12, citing Hegel 96). Among many 

others, three descriptions of religion are alluded to in this paper. To begin with, religion means the idea 

of the Holy which man is committed to. Accordingly, it is “the most powerful, comprehensive, 

shattering and profound experience of which man is capable” (Wash 30). Secondly, it is a reference to 

lity foregrounded in beliefs, practices and doctrines (Adogbo 13), and thirdly; religion 

denotes a kind of orientation and way(s) of life that embodies enlightenment, deliverance and salvation. 

Correspondingly, Kitagawa affirms that “the central concern of religion is nothing less than 

what religion provides is not information about life and the world but the practical path of 

transformation of man according to his understanding of what existence ought to be” (28).  

uncommon for certain religious values, beliefs and practices to be considered 

superior than others, affirming the hegemonic relationship existing between the different religions of 

the world. This is not unexpected as “religion influences social dynamics” (Dewantri11). It is in this 

regard that many scholars claim that the existence of religious hegemony serves as the primary catalyst 

for sectarian or ideological disputes within a state (Join 60-66; Adila and NahdhiyIah 33

the words of Perez, a religion is said to be hegemonic if it meets these three 

conditions: enjoys institutional backing through official status, funding and public visibility, supports a 

defined religious group and with distinct doctrines, and creates a system of inequality where adherents 

of the said religion have unlimited access to social, political and economic privileges when compared to 

The impact of religious hegemony can be all embracing in many areas: the suppression of religio

freedom, autonomy, and representation. For instance, within the Nigerian enclave, Soyinka warns that, 

“since the intervention of religion in nation being has been of utmost savage, unconscionable and 

increasingly intolerant kind. No word for it but butchery, waste and devastation” (46). Consequently, 

marginalised communities may feel pressured to conform to dominant religious norms which can 

invariably lead to the suppression of their own religious practices and traditions. Tackling religious 

quires a critical understanding of the power dynamics inherent it after which effective 

strategies and steps toward for religious tolerance and coexistence can be taken. Invariably, there are 

usually contestations against religious hegemonies (Kırkpınar and Turna 3-6). 

Furthermore, Nwokolo unveils in The Ghost of Sani Abacha and The Extinction of the Menai

religion whether western or traditional can act as a state apparatus of hegemony by influencing social 
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cultural tradition and a significant component of social structures. In Hegel’s view, religion is intrinsic 

nstitutes the total drive of the human spirit toward something more fulfilling, namely God, 

that is concrete, real, simple and unconditionally universal(Adogbo 12, citing Hegel 96). Among many 

aper. To begin with, religion means the idea 

of the Holy which man is committed to. Accordingly, it is “the most powerful, comprehensive, 

shattering and profound experience of which man is capable” (Wash 30). Secondly, it is a reference to 

lity foregrounded in beliefs, practices and doctrines (Adogbo 13), and thirdly; religion 

denotes a kind of orientation and way(s) of life that embodies enlightenment, deliverance and salvation. 

religion is nothing less than soteriology; 

what religion provides is not information about life and the world but the practical path of 

transformation of man according to his understanding of what existence ought to be” (28).   

uncommon for certain religious values, beliefs and practices to be considered 

superior than others, affirming the hegemonic relationship existing between the different religions of 

(Dewantri11). It is in this 

regard that many scholars claim that the existence of religious hegemony serves as the primary catalyst 

66; Adila and NahdhiyIah 33-46;Yusoff and 

the words of Perez, a religion is said to be hegemonic if it meets these three 

conditions: enjoys institutional backing through official status, funding and public visibility, supports a 

ystem of inequality where adherents 

of the said religion have unlimited access to social, political and economic privileges when compared to 

The impact of religious hegemony can be all embracing in many areas: the suppression of religious 

freedom, autonomy, and representation. For instance, within the Nigerian enclave, Soyinka warns that, 

“since the intervention of religion in nation being has been of utmost savage, unconscionable and 

hery, waste and devastation” (46). Consequently, 

marginalised communities may feel pressured to conform to dominant religious norms which can 

invariably lead to the suppression of their own religious practices and traditions. Tackling religious 

quires a critical understanding of the power dynamics inherent it after which effective 

strategies and steps toward for religious tolerance and coexistence can be taken. Invariably, there are 

The Extinction of the Menai how 

religion whether western or traditional can act as a state apparatus of hegemony by influencing social 
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norms, justifying political power, and shaping

dominant groups. This influence can be direct, through religious institutions formally integrated into the 

state, or indirect, through the permeation of religious values and beliefs into the broader cul

integration of Western religion (Christianity/Islam) in its affairs, and state’s integration of traditional 

religion (Etuk 29) in civil service reforms, and the broader politics.

Literature Review  

A vast body of scholarship has analysed the con

starting point, Petrova studied the dominance of Catholicism in Lithuania as a clear case of religious 

and cultural hegemony. This is against the backdrop that only this religion was regarded as the face o

national identity. Conversely, the paper examined the Ethno

as a counter measure against this trend. This pagan culture offered some sort of counter

narrative to the issue of identity which the Catholicism

the ethnical, cultural, natural and political aspects of Lithuanian reality come together to form a 

comprehensive unity under the guidance of the Ethno

Pere confronted the issue of hegemonic reli

religions by the state. The paper claimed that government was bias because it was favourably disposed 

some religions. Many cases were cited in this article to validate this claim notably Swiss minarets

tECtHR decision in the Lautsi case and Maryland Bladensburg Cross case in America where tax payers’ 

money were used to finance its operations. Citing notable scholars, this paper challenged what was 

described as “state religions” (438). The article c

continued to give some religions the elitist’s status, there would definitely be claims and counter claims 

like the one of the Religious Majority Approach (RMA) which was extensively debated in this very 

paper.   

In similar investigation, Buyruk examined the evolution of religious education in Turkey, confirming 

that it is a tool for state hegemony in Turkey. While initially excluded during the early Republic to 

establish a secular control, religious education

contradictions and international pressures. Using The Imam Hatip Schools (IHSs) as a case study which 

served as an extension of capitalist interest in the promotion of this ideology, the state of T

not only able to raise a new consciousness but a new generation (657

proved that education is never neutral but serves as an instrument for the consolidation of state power.

Appau andYang, in their article, also studi

Ghana. By studying 3,700 church advertisements, the study came to the conclusion that there was a 
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norms, justifying political power, and shaping individual consciousness, often in ways that benefit 

dominant groups. This influence can be direct, through religious institutions formally integrated into the 

state, or indirect, through the permeation of religious values and beliefs into the broader cul

integration of Western religion (Christianity/Islam) in its affairs, and state’s integration of traditional 

religion (Etuk 29) in civil service reforms, and the broader politics. 

A vast body of scholarship has analysed the concept of religion from different perspectives

starting point, Petrova studied the dominance of Catholicism in Lithuania as a clear case of religious 

and cultural hegemony. This is against the backdrop that only this religion was regarded as the face o

national identity. Conversely, the paper examined the Ethno-Pagan Romuva, a non-

as a counter measure against this trend. This pagan culture offered some sort of counter

narrative to the issue of identity which the Catholicism had commanded over the years, one in which 

the ethnical, cultural, natural and political aspects of Lithuanian reality come together to form a 

comprehensive unity under the guidance of the Ethno-Pagan religion.  

Pere confronted the issue of hegemonic religions that were often seen as the major and legitimate 

religions by the state. The paper claimed that government was bias because it was favourably disposed 

some religions. Many cases were cited in this article to validate this claim notably Swiss minarets

tECtHR decision in the Lautsi case and Maryland Bladensburg Cross case in America where tax payers’ 

money were used to finance its operations. Citing notable scholars, this paper challenged what was 

described as “state religions” (438). The article came to the conclusion that so long as the state 

continued to give some religions the elitist’s status, there would definitely be claims and counter claims 

like the one of the Religious Majority Approach (RMA) which was extensively debated in this very 

In similar investigation, Buyruk examined the evolution of religious education in Turkey, confirming 

that it is a tool for state hegemony in Turkey. While initially excluded during the early Republic to 

establish a secular control, religious education was gradually reintroduced to navigate internal political 

contradictions and international pressures. Using The Imam Hatip Schools (IHSs) as a case study which 

served as an extension of capitalist interest in the promotion of this ideology, the state of T

not only able to raise a new consciousness but a new generation (657-674). This study, therefore, 

proved that education is never neutral but serves as an instrument for the consolidation of state power.

Appau andYang, in their article, also studied advertising and marketing of religious hegemony in 

Ghana. By studying 3,700 church advertisements, the study came to the conclusion that there was a 
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individual consciousness, often in ways that benefit 

dominant groups. This influence can be direct, through religious institutions formally integrated into the 

state, or indirect, through the permeation of religious values and beliefs into the broader culture:state 

integration of Western religion (Christianity/Islam) in its affairs, and state’s integration of traditional 

cept of religion from different perspectives. As a 

starting point, Petrova studied the dominance of Catholicism in Lithuania as a clear case of religious 

and cultural hegemony. This is against the backdrop that only this religion was regarded as the face of 

-Catholic movement, 

as a counter measure against this trend. This pagan culture offered some sort of counter-hegemonic 

had commanded over the years, one in which 

the ethnical, cultural, natural and political aspects of Lithuanian reality come together to form a 

gions that were often seen as the major and legitimate 

religions by the state. The paper claimed that government was bias because it was favourably disposed 

some religions. Many cases were cited in this article to validate this claim notably Swiss minarets ban, 

tECtHR decision in the Lautsi case and Maryland Bladensburg Cross case in America where tax payers’ 

money were used to finance its operations. Citing notable scholars, this paper challenged what was 

ame to the conclusion that so long as the state 

continued to give some religions the elitist’s status, there would definitely be claims and counter claims 

like the one of the Religious Majority Approach (RMA) which was extensively debated in this very 

In similar investigation, Buyruk examined the evolution of religious education in Turkey, confirming 

that it is a tool for state hegemony in Turkey. While initially excluded during the early Republic to 

was gradually reintroduced to navigate internal political 

contradictions and international pressures. Using The Imam Hatip Schools (IHSs) as a case study which 

served as an extension of capitalist interest in the promotion of this ideology, the state of Turkey was 

674). This study, therefore, 

proved that education is never neutral but serves as an instrument for the consolidation of state power. 

ed advertising and marketing of religious hegemony in 

Ghana. By studying 3,700 church advertisements, the study came to the conclusion that there was a 
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connection between faith and commerce. This relationship was categorised into three biological 

metaphors notably commensalism, mutualism, and competition (263

adopting the right marketing strategies, religious institutions were able to harmonise popular 

imagination and dictate consumption patterns. In a way, the paper demonstra

only exist inside the market, but it also uses the market to wheel its own power.  

In Gabriel’s article, the study explicated on the intersection between policy making and religion. This 

against the backdrop that even though Nig

not to put religious identity into consideration (195). This is understandably so because religious 

identity is a global phenomenon that cannot be isolated from public affair (Adepeju

study adopted a descriptive-historical approach to examine how religious ethics can help to strengthen 

national policy. The study, however, concluded that a stable, progressive domestic and foreign policy 

should prioritise national interest over relig

Yakubu, Akoja and Nomor’sarticle could be considered as a reaction to Gabriel’s article, claiming that 

too much emphasis on religion at the expense of national interest, could result to unpalatable 

circumstances. For instance, the paper stressed that the divisiveness and systemic instability in Nigeria 

is not unconnected to the bitter rivalry among the adherents of the three major religions in Nigeria: 

Islam, Christianity and Traditional Religion (27

in Nigeria and its effect on national development, the paper advocated that religious leaders should 

prioritise religious cohesion and that complementary religious education should be made compulsory to 

foster early-age tolerance in Nigeria. 

Again, Ukeyima’s paper delved into some of the negative antecedents of religious pluralism by 

specifically focusing on religious radicalisation and fiscal opacity within Nigeria’s religious 

organisations (25-31). The paper revealed that ext

accountability in managing sacred resources (like tithes and offerings) and the emphasis on economic 

status that exacerbates wealth disparity were identified as some of the pitfalls of religious adulations. 

The paper further argued that religious leaders, being influencers, have succeeded in promoting a 

religious culture of non-inclusive ideologies that have hindered economic growth and stability. To 

mitigate against this, the paper called on the government an

accountable as it is common in other climes in the world. With the literatures sampled thus far, it is 

shown that religious hegemonic relationship has both predictable and unpredictable circumstances for 

the state and its citizenry. It is in the light of this development that this very paper attempts to 

interrogate religious hegemony in Chuma Nwokolo’s the 
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connection between faith and commerce. This relationship was categorised into three biological 

notably commensalism, mutualism, and competition (263-288). The study proved that by 

adopting the right marketing strategies, religious institutions were able to harmonise popular 

imagination and dictate consumption patterns. In a way, the paper demonstrated that religion does not 

only exist inside the market, but it also uses the market to wheel its own power.   

In Gabriel’s article, the study explicated on the intersection between policy making and religion. This 

against the backdrop that even though Nigeria is a secular state, it would be unwise for policy making 

not to put religious identity into consideration (195). This is understandably so because religious 

identity is a global phenomenon that cannot be isolated from public affair (Adepeju

historical approach to examine how religious ethics can help to strengthen 

national policy. The study, however, concluded that a stable, progressive domestic and foreign policy 

should prioritise national interest over religious demographics in Nigeria. 

Yakubu, Akoja and Nomor’sarticle could be considered as a reaction to Gabriel’s article, claiming that 

too much emphasis on religion at the expense of national interest, could result to unpalatable 

the paper stressed that the divisiveness and systemic instability in Nigeria 

is not unconnected to the bitter rivalry among the adherents of the three major religions in Nigeria: 

Islam, Christianity and Traditional Religion (27-28).  By focusing on the paradox of religious pluralism 

in Nigeria and its effect on national development, the paper advocated that religious leaders should 

prioritise religious cohesion and that complementary religious education should be made compulsory to 

ce in Nigeria.  

Again, Ukeyima’s paper delved into some of the negative antecedents of religious pluralism by 

specifically focusing on religious radicalisation and fiscal opacity within Nigeria’s religious 

31). The paper revealed that extreme interpretation of religious texts, lack of 

accountability in managing sacred resources (like tithes and offerings) and the emphasis on economic 

status that exacerbates wealth disparity were identified as some of the pitfalls of religious adulations. 

he paper further argued that religious leaders, being influencers, have succeeded in promoting a 

inclusive ideologies that have hindered economic growth and stability. To 

mitigate against this, the paper called on the government and civil societies to make religious leaders 

accountable as it is common in other climes in the world. With the literatures sampled thus far, it is 

shown that religious hegemonic relationship has both predictable and unpredictable circumstances for 

e and its citizenry. It is in the light of this development that this very paper attempts to 

interrogate religious hegemony in Chuma Nwokolo’s the Extinction of Menai.  
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connection between faith and commerce. This relationship was categorised into three biological 

288). The study proved that by 

adopting the right marketing strategies, religious institutions were able to harmonise popular 

ted that religion does not 

In Gabriel’s article, the study explicated on the intersection between policy making and religion. This 

eria is a secular state, it would be unwise for policy making 

not to put religious identity into consideration (195). This is understandably so because religious 

identity is a global phenomenon that cannot be isolated from public affair (Adepeju-Fashina3). The 

historical approach to examine how religious ethics can help to strengthen 

national policy. The study, however, concluded that a stable, progressive domestic and foreign policy 

Yakubu, Akoja and Nomor’sarticle could be considered as a reaction to Gabriel’s article, claiming that 

too much emphasis on religion at the expense of national interest, could result to unpalatable 

the paper stressed that the divisiveness and systemic instability in Nigeria 

is not unconnected to the bitter rivalry among the adherents of the three major religions in Nigeria: 

radox of religious pluralism 

in Nigeria and its effect on national development, the paper advocated that religious leaders should 

prioritise religious cohesion and that complementary religious education should be made compulsory to 

Again, Ukeyima’s paper delved into some of the negative antecedents of religious pluralism by 

specifically focusing on religious radicalisation and fiscal opacity within Nigeria’s religious 

reme interpretation of religious texts, lack of 

accountability in managing sacred resources (like tithes and offerings) and the emphasis on economic 

status that exacerbates wealth disparity were identified as some of the pitfalls of religious adulations. 

he paper further argued that religious leaders, being influencers, have succeeded in promoting a 

inclusive ideologies that have hindered economic growth and stability. To 

d civil societies to make religious leaders 

accountable as it is common in other climes in the world. With the literatures sampled thus far, it is 

shown that religious hegemonic relationship has both predictable and unpredictable circumstances for 

e and its citizenry. It is in the light of this development that this very paper attempts to 
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Theoretical Framework  

By employing Micheal Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics

linguistic processes that construct agency and power within the framework of religious hegemony. In 

addition, it integrates Marxist Critical Theory to interrogate the modes of production and the inherent 

power struggles that define the different manifestations of religious hegemony in the picked texts, 

Extinction of Menai and The Ghost of Sani Abacha

Methodology  

Through purposive sampling, the study identifies those extracts from the 

Ghost of Sani Abachathat exemplify religious hegemony. The selected religious passages from both 

texts stress the themes of exclusivity, institutional integration and national identity. For clarity each 

idented excerpt is assigned a reference number and a specific 

Extinction of Menai and TGoSA for 

number. The analytical approach remains consistent throughout beginning with SFL

analysis and culminating in Marxist critique contextualised within Nigeria’s contemporary socio

political landscape.  

Data Presentation and Analysis  

The following analysis organises the data into numbered, thematic extracts to facilitate a systematic 

evaluation of the data in relation to religious hegemony. Each excerpt undergoes a dua investigative 

process: it begins with an identification and explanation of the grammatical agency within hegemonic 

discourse, followed by the exploration of these linguistic choices mirror power st

contemporary Nigerian society. Table 1 and 2 complement this discussion, providing both frequency, 

distribution and the impact of these linguistic choices within the context of hegemony. By using the 

Menai as a microcosm of the broader 

struggles of the Menai reflect how the macro

state. Ultimately, the texts reveal the subtle yet deep

following extracts interrogate state integration of western religion and traditional religion in pairs 

respectively.   

Extract 1: State Integration of Western Religion

For a while, it had served him to sit down at prayer with the Muslim colonels and majors o

acquaintance. That time had long gone with their eviction from government. The president and his 

circles were now pretty Christian, but Qudus was loathe to strip himself of the alhaji title he had 

acquired at all cost, even if he had to put a prefix 
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By employing Micheal Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), the study analyses the 

linguistic processes that construct agency and power within the framework of religious hegemony. In 

addition, it integrates Marxist Critical Theory to interrogate the modes of production and the inherent 

define the different manifestations of religious hegemony in the picked texts, 

The Ghost of Sani Abacha.  

Through purposive sampling, the study identifies those extracts from the Extinction of Menai

that exemplify religious hegemony. The selected religious passages from both 

texts stress the themes of exclusivity, institutional integration and national identity. For clarity each 

idented excerpt is assigned a reference number and a specific theme. Citations utilised the TEoM for the 

and TGoSA for The Ghost of Sani Abacha respectively, followed by the page 

number. The analytical approach remains consistent throughout beginning with SFL

in Marxist critique contextualised within Nigeria’s contemporary socio

The following analysis organises the data into numbered, thematic extracts to facilitate a systematic 

lation to religious hegemony. Each excerpt undergoes a dua investigative 

process: it begins with an identification and explanation of the grammatical agency within hegemonic 

discourse, followed by the exploration of these linguistic choices mirror power st

contemporary Nigerian society. Table 1 and 2 complement this discussion, providing both frequency, 

distribution and the impact of these linguistic choices within the context of hegemony. By using the 

Menai as a microcosm of the broader Nigerian enclave, the study demonstrates how the localised 

struggles of the Menai reflect how the macro-level implications of hegemony permeate the Nigerian 

state. Ultimately, the texts reveal the subtle yet deep-rooted nature of religious hegemony. The 

llowing extracts interrogate state integration of western religion and traditional religion in pairs 

Extract 1: State Integration of Western Religion 

For a while, it had served him to sit down at prayer with the Muslim colonels and majors o

acquaintance. That time had long gone with their eviction from government. The president and his 

circles were now pretty Christian, but Qudus was loathe to strip himself of the alhaji title he had 

acquired at all cost, even if he had to put a prefix before it to fit into his new religion, and he certainly 
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(SFL), the study analyses the 

linguistic processes that construct agency and power within the framework of religious hegemony. In 

addition, it integrates Marxist Critical Theory to interrogate the modes of production and the inherent 

define the different manifestations of religious hegemony in the picked texts, The 

Extinction of Menaiand The 

that exemplify religious hegemony. The selected religious passages from both 

texts stress the themes of exclusivity, institutional integration and national identity. For clarity each 

theme. Citations utilised the TEoM for the 

respectively, followed by the page 

number. The analytical approach remains consistent throughout beginning with SFL-based process 

in Marxist critique contextualised within Nigeria’s contemporary socio-

The following analysis organises the data into numbered, thematic extracts to facilitate a systematic 

lation to religious hegemony. Each excerpt undergoes a dua investigative 

process: it begins with an identification and explanation of the grammatical agency within hegemonic 

discourse, followed by the exploration of these linguistic choices mirror power struggles inherent in 

contemporary Nigerian society. Table 1 and 2 complement this discussion, providing both frequency, 

distribution and the impact of these linguistic choices within the context of hegemony. By using the 

Nigerian enclave, the study demonstrates how the localised 

level implications of hegemony permeate the Nigerian 

rooted nature of religious hegemony. The 

llowing extracts interrogate state integration of western religion and traditional religion in pairs 

For a while, it had served him to sit down at prayer with the Muslim colonels and majors of his 

acquaintance. That time had long gone with their eviction from government. The president and his 

circles were now pretty Christian, but Qudus was loathe to strip himself of the alhaji title he had 

before it to fit into his new religion, and he certainly 
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was not going to break up his family. He did what he had to do and got on with business. (TEoM 359).

Transitivity, Modality, Lexicalisation and Marxism

In the sampled extract above, extract 1, 

on with business” convey a sense of pragmatism and adaptation for the likes of Qudus. This narrative 

paints a picture of politicians whose loyalty and ambition are always tilted in the direction 

agency. The use of Dynamic Modality indicating necessity is clearly seen in the narrative above 

especially in the context of “he did what he had to do”.  Words like “acquired at all cost” and “put a 

prefix” are all instances of strategic plann

and his circles were now pretty Christian” particularly points to religious configuration and the 

concentration of power and control. 

This extract unveils a new dimension to the Marxist ideology th

engage with the superstructure, showing how the ruling class (or those aspiring to power) manipulate 

ideological forms in order to maintain their economic and political position. Marxism sees religion (a 

non-economic base) as a significant part of the superstructure. Hence, the eviction of the Muslim 

military figures and the subsequent rise of “pretty Christian” president represents a fundamental shift in 

the ruling class’s superstructure/ideology which is indicative of

extract, religion is not a sincere belief system but a necessary ideological costume to facilitate business 

and guarantee access to state power.  As a result, the bourgeoises see religious and political allegiance 

as fluid and interchangeable elements of the superstructure to be opportunistically manipulated for the 

ultimate goal of advancing their base

Extract 2: State Integration of Western Religion

Nobody knew exactly when the Whale arrived on

his regular four-hour service when the news filtered into the church that Sunday morning. By then the 

carcass had suffered the attentions of five or six neighbouring villages for several hours and the 

prospect of missing out on this manna from the seas, which had so providentially swum all the way 

upriver to beach near their village thinned the hundred

preaching to a die-hard core of the faithful. Then his own wife 

run on his congregation that Dego was forced to close the service (TGoSA 43) 

Transitivity, Modality, Lexicalisation and Marxism 

From the extract 2 above, the people’s defiance in the story of the 

is a good example of textual irony as a possible case of religious hegemony; and therefore, it serves an 

illustration of counter resistance. To put it another way, the ironic depiction of scarcity in the midst of 
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was not going to break up his family. He did what he had to do and got on with business. (TEoM 359).

Transitivity, Modality, Lexicalisation and Marxism 

In the sampled extract above, extract 1, Nwokolo uses of words like “had served”, “eviction” and “got 

on with business” convey a sense of pragmatism and adaptation for the likes of Qudus. This narrative 

paints a picture of politicians whose loyalty and ambition are always tilted in the direction 

agency. The use of Dynamic Modality indicating necessity is clearly seen in the narrative above 

especially in the context of “he did what he had to do”.  Words like “acquired at all cost” and “put a 

prefix” are all instances of strategic planning and identity management, but the phrase “the president 

and his circles were now pretty Christian” particularly points to religious configuration and the 

 

This extract unveils a new dimension to the Marxist ideology that religion and political opportunism 

engage with the superstructure, showing how the ruling class (or those aspiring to power) manipulate 

ideological forms in order to maintain their economic and political position. Marxism sees religion (a 

ase) as a significant part of the superstructure. Hence, the eviction of the Muslim 

military figures and the subsequent rise of “pretty Christian” president represents a fundamental shift in 

the ruling class’s superstructure/ideology which is indicative of a change of hegemony. Within this 

extract, religion is not a sincere belief system but a necessary ideological costume to facilitate business 

and guarantee access to state power.  As a result, the bourgeoises see religious and political allegiance 

d and interchangeable elements of the superstructure to be opportunistically manipulated for the 

ultimate goal of advancing their base-level economic interests.  

Extract 2: State Integration of Western Religion 

Nobody knew exactly when the Whale arrived on the river beach but Pastor Dego was halfway through 

hour service when the news filtered into the church that Sunday morning. By then the 

carcass had suffered the attentions of five or six neighbouring villages for several hours and the 

ospect of missing out on this manna from the seas, which had so providentially swum all the way 

upriver to beach near their village thinned the hundred-strong congregationuntil the pastor was 

hard core of the faithful. Then his own wife slipped away, and then there was such a 

run on his congregation that Dego was forced to close the service (TGoSA 43)  

Transitivity, Modality, Lexicalisation and Marxism  

From the extract 2 above, the people’s defiance in the story of the Whale in The Ghost

is a good example of textual irony as a possible case of religious hegemony; and therefore, it serves an 

illustration of counter resistance. To put it another way, the ironic depiction of scarcity in the midst of 
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was not going to break up his family. He did what he had to do and got on with business. (TEoM 359). 

Nwokolo uses of words like “had served”, “eviction” and “got 

on with business” convey a sense of pragmatism and adaptation for the likes of Qudus. This narrative 

paints a picture of politicians whose loyalty and ambition are always tilted in the direction of power and 

agency. The use of Dynamic Modality indicating necessity is clearly seen in the narrative above 

especially in the context of “he did what he had to do”.  Words like “acquired at all cost” and “put a 

ing and identity management, but the phrase “the president 

and his circles were now pretty Christian” particularly points to religious configuration and the 

at religion and political opportunism 

engage with the superstructure, showing how the ruling class (or those aspiring to power) manipulate 

ideological forms in order to maintain their economic and political position. Marxism sees religion (a 

ase) as a significant part of the superstructure. Hence, the eviction of the Muslim 

military figures and the subsequent rise of “pretty Christian” president represents a fundamental shift in 

a change of hegemony. Within this 

extract, religion is not a sincere belief system but a necessary ideological costume to facilitate business 

and guarantee access to state power.  As a result, the bourgeoises see religious and political allegiance 

d and interchangeable elements of the superstructure to be opportunistically manipulated for the 

the river beach but Pastor Dego was halfway through 

hour service when the news filtered into the church that Sunday morning. By then the 

carcass had suffered the attentions of five or six neighbouring villages for several hours and the 

ospect of missing out on this manna from the seas, which had so providentially swum all the way 

strong congregationuntil the pastor was 

slipped away, and then there was such a 

The Ghost of Sani Abacha 

is a good example of textual irony as a possible case of religious hegemony; and therefore, it serves an 

illustration of counter resistance. To put it another way, the ironic depiction of scarcity in the midst of 
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abundance is also seen in the metaphor of the “Whale story”. The ideology of the people to salvage 

their own situation is brought to bear in this instance; hence, the Biblical account of Jonah and the 

whale and the negative antecedent of gluttony preached earlier from a service they

deter them from their endavour including the pastor’s wife herself. This narrative juxtaposes the story 

of the Biblical whale and the one that is washed ashore. There is a disconnect between the people’s 

perceived spirituality, and their actual action in real life.  It must be stated that the underlying irony here 

is that this was once a flourishing community in the Niger Delta where fishing is a deep

but oil spills have eroded the livelihood of the people, and now they d

Processes like “filtered” and “run on” and “thinned” reveal the agency of Dego’s congregation and their 

priorities. Also, this narrative conveys the Epistemic Modality of Uncertainty in the expression “nobody 

knew exactly when the Whale arrived on the river beach” while the Epistemic Modality of Certainty is 

seen in the expression “by then the carcass had suffered the attentions of five or six neighbouring 

villages for several hours”. The use of the Deontic Modality of Ability 

the Deontic Modality of Natural Possibility is seen in the expression, “the prospect of missing out on 

this manna from the seas, which had so providentially swum all the way upriver to beach near their 

village thinned the hundred-strong congregation”. This modality helps the explain the natural outcome 

of a situation.  The use of words like “manner from the sea” and “providentially” help to indicate how 

opportunistic Dego’s congregation are.

In extract 2, the counter-Marxist strategy here is the prioritisation of immediate material gain over 

ideological obedience. It illustrates the immediate collapse of a non

confronted with a compelling material resource (the beach whale carcass). In thi

principle is demonstrated in reverse. This is because to the Marxist, “Religion is the opium of the 

masses”-an ideology used by the ruling class to pacify the exploited. One important key consideration is 

that though the purpose of their action is one, the decisions are not taken unanimously but unilaterally. 

This is the imprint of Marxism, stopping people from collective actions that could undermine 

capitalist’s interest. It must be reiterated that the thinning of the fish population

activities of corporate capitalist interest in the Niger area. This confirms that immediate self

the scramble for scarcity remain powerful tools for preventing the collective organisation required for 

both sustained religious attendance, and more critically, sustained revolutionary action against the 

capitalist state.    
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he metaphor of the “Whale story”. The ideology of the people to salvage 

their own situation is brought to bear in this instance; hence, the Biblical account of Jonah and the 

whale and the negative antecedent of gluttony preached earlier from a service they

deter them from their endavour including the pastor’s wife herself. This narrative juxtaposes the story 

of the Biblical whale and the one that is washed ashore. There is a disconnect between the people’s 

r actual action in real life.  It must be stated that the underlying irony here 

is that this was once a flourishing community in the Niger Delta where fishing is a deep

but oil spills have eroded the livelihood of the people, and now they depend on “mana” from heaven. 

Processes like “filtered” and “run on” and “thinned” reveal the agency of Dego’s congregation and their 

priorities. Also, this narrative conveys the Epistemic Modality of Uncertainty in the expression “nobody 

the Whale arrived on the river beach” while the Epistemic Modality of Certainty is 

seen in the expression “by then the carcass had suffered the attentions of five or six neighbouring 

villages for several hours”. The use of the Deontic Modality of Ability is seen in the expression. Again, 

the Deontic Modality of Natural Possibility is seen in the expression, “the prospect of missing out on 

this manna from the seas, which had so providentially swum all the way upriver to beach near their 

strong congregation”. This modality helps the explain the natural outcome 

of a situation.  The use of words like “manner from the sea” and “providentially” help to indicate how 

opportunistic Dego’s congregation are. 

t strategy here is the prioritisation of immediate material gain over 

ideological obedience. It illustrates the immediate collapse of a non-material structure (religion), when 

confronted with a compelling material resource (the beach whale carcass). In this context, the Marxist 

principle is demonstrated in reverse. This is because to the Marxist, “Religion is the opium of the 

an ideology used by the ruling class to pacify the exploited. One important key consideration is 

heir action is one, the decisions are not taken unanimously but unilaterally. 

This is the imprint of Marxism, stopping people from collective actions that could undermine 

capitalist’s interest. It must be reiterated that the thinning of the fish population

activities of corporate capitalist interest in the Niger area. This confirms that immediate self

the scramble for scarcity remain powerful tools for preventing the collective organisation required for 

ous attendance, and more critically, sustained revolutionary action against the 
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he metaphor of the “Whale story”. The ideology of the people to salvage 

their own situation is brought to bear in this instance; hence, the Biblical account of Jonah and the 

whale and the negative antecedent of gluttony preached earlier from a service they have had could not 

deter them from their endavour including the pastor’s wife herself. This narrative juxtaposes the story 

of the Biblical whale and the one that is washed ashore. There is a disconnect between the people’s 

r actual action in real life.  It must be stated that the underlying irony here 

is that this was once a flourishing community in the Niger Delta where fishing is a deep-rooted culture, 

epend on “mana” from heaven.  

Processes like “filtered” and “run on” and “thinned” reveal the agency of Dego’s congregation and their 

priorities. Also, this narrative conveys the Epistemic Modality of Uncertainty in the expression “nobody 

the Whale arrived on the river beach” while the Epistemic Modality of Certainty is 

seen in the expression “by then the carcass had suffered the attentions of five or six neighbouring 

is seen in the expression. Again, 

the Deontic Modality of Natural Possibility is seen in the expression, “the prospect of missing out on 

this manna from the seas, which had so providentially swum all the way upriver to beach near their 

strong congregation”. This modality helps the explain the natural outcome 

of a situation.  The use of words like “manner from the sea” and “providentially” help to indicate how 

t strategy here is the prioritisation of immediate material gain over 

material structure (religion), when 

s context, the Marxist 

principle is demonstrated in reverse. This is because to the Marxist, “Religion is the opium of the 

an ideology used by the ruling class to pacify the exploited. One important key consideration is 

heir action is one, the decisions are not taken unanimously but unilaterally. 

This is the imprint of Marxism, stopping people from collective actions that could undermine 

capitalist’s interest. It must be reiterated that the thinning of the fish population is as result of the 

activities of corporate capitalist interest in the Niger area. This confirms that immediate self-interest and 

the scramble for scarcity remain powerful tools for preventing the collective organisation required for 

ous attendance, and more critically, sustained revolutionary action against the 
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Extract 3: State Integration of Traditional Religion

Then strange things began to happen, a stratosphere beneath him. Abe Araguna was appointed a 

by a village nobody had ever heard of before. Phiri got the invitation to the coronation, like everyone 

else in the department…. He was now addressed, even by the D.G, with the differential moniker, 

This cause Phiri no little aggravation, es

began to put the name Chief Dr. Abel Arauna above Dr. Phiri Bombai, contrary to protocol…. Phiri 

spent eight years on G.L 14. He was still there when Abe received the promotion that brought him l

with his former mentor…. Even new entrants to the service quickly discovered that the best way to get 

ahead was to write brilliant memos for lucrative new committees, get Abe to sign them, and get 

appointed as deputy to Abe when his uncle approved it

stared at his face in the mirror of the senior service toilet, he realised, with a grieving spirit, that Chief 

Dr Abe Arauna was going to be the next D.G of the department. (TGoSA 225)

Transitivity, Modality, Lexicalisation and Marxism

Nwokolo, extract 3, shows how it is possible for the state to incorporate traditional religion, and how it 

can affect power dynamics even in civil service settings, initiating reforms and privileges. This extract 

shows how traditional religious power can convey a sense of power dynamics and patronage. In the 

narrative above, Abe is positioned as a beneficiary of traditional power structures, implying that 

traditional power can subvert existing power structures. No wonder, Abe’s tradi

with his family political connections gave him an edge over others in his office. Dynamic Modality is 

depicted in this extract because it reveals what naturally happens when one is empowered both 

traditionally and politically. Nwokolo’

engagements and power such as “Chief”, “coronation”, activating both the schemata of traditional 

power and prestige, and the topoi of traditional authority, showing how chieftaincy and patronage are 

sources of power.  

Extract 3 is a reflection of the internal dynamics of the state bureaucracy and the role of patronage and 

class connection in securing power and privilege. Besides, Abe’s acquisition of the “Chief” title is an 

example of the cynical manipulation of symbolic capital. This title, a piece of pre

traditional superstructure, is strategically co

(Chief Dr Abe) to enhance his status and bypass bureaucratic protocol.  This title even

the ideological tool to secure and control power. Abe’s rise to power is, however, not really tied to this 

inordinate coronation but to his capitalist’s class connection. Abe is a beneficiary of patronage, which is 

the direct exercise of power by the ruling class to secure “juicy” positions for their own members and 

IUT Journal of Advanced Research and Development 

IUT Journal of Advanced Research and Development (IUT-JARD), The ICFAI University Tripura

                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                           
ISSN2455–7846 

Extract 3: State Integration of Traditional Religion 

Then strange things began to happen, a stratosphere beneath him. Abe Araguna was appointed a 

by a village nobody had ever heard of before. Phiri got the invitation to the coronation, like everyone 

else in the department…. He was now addressed, even by the D.G, with the differential moniker, 

This cause Phiri no little aggravation, especially when official circulars put out by the pool typists 

began to put the name Chief Dr. Abel Arauna above Dr. Phiri Bombai, contrary to protocol…. Phiri 

spent eight years on G.L 14. He was still there when Abe received the promotion that brought him l

with his former mentor…. Even new entrants to the service quickly discovered that the best way to get 

ahead was to write brilliant memos for lucrative new committees, get Abe to sign them, and get 

appointed as deputy to Abe when his uncle approved it-as he inevitably did. That morning as Phiri 

stared at his face in the mirror of the senior service toilet, he realised, with a grieving spirit, that Chief 

Dr Abe Arauna was going to be the next D.G of the department. (TGoSA 225) 

icalisation and Marxism 

Nwokolo, extract 3, shows how it is possible for the state to incorporate traditional religion, and how it 

can affect power dynamics even in civil service settings, initiating reforms and privileges. This extract 

al religious power can convey a sense of power dynamics and patronage. In the 

narrative above, Abe is positioned as a beneficiary of traditional power structures, implying that 

traditional power can subvert existing power structures. No wonder, Abe’s traditional power coupled 

with his family political connections gave him an edge over others in his office. Dynamic Modality is 

depicted in this extract because it reveals what naturally happens when one is empowered both 

traditionally and politically. Nwokolo’s uses the appropriate of words to convey traditional 

engagements and power such as “Chief”, “coronation”, activating both the schemata of traditional 

power and prestige, and the topoi of traditional authority, showing how chieftaincy and patronage are 

Extract 3 is a reflection of the internal dynamics of the state bureaucracy and the role of patronage and 

class connection in securing power and privilege. Besides, Abe’s acquisition of the “Chief” title is an 

ation of symbolic capital. This title, a piece of pre

traditional superstructure, is strategically co-opted and fused with modern professional credentials 

(Chief Dr Abe) to enhance his status and bypass bureaucratic protocol.  This title even

the ideological tool to secure and control power. Abe’s rise to power is, however, not really tied to this 

inordinate coronation but to his capitalist’s class connection. Abe is a beneficiary of patronage, which is 

er by the ruling class to secure “juicy” positions for their own members and 
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Then strange things began to happen, a stratosphere beneath him. Abe Araguna was appointed a ‘chief’ 

by a village nobody had ever heard of before. Phiri got the invitation to the coronation, like everyone 

else in the department…. He was now addressed, even by the D.G, with the differential moniker, Chief. 

pecially when official circulars put out by the pool typists 

began to put the name Chief Dr. Abel Arauna above Dr. Phiri Bombai, contrary to protocol…. Phiri 

spent eight years on G.L 14. He was still there when Abe received the promotion that brought him level 

with his former mentor…. Even new entrants to the service quickly discovered that the best way to get 

ahead was to write brilliant memos for lucrative new committees, get Abe to sign them, and get 

as he inevitably did. That morning as Phiri 

stared at his face in the mirror of the senior service toilet, he realised, with a grieving spirit, that Chief 

Nwokolo, extract 3, shows how it is possible for the state to incorporate traditional religion, and how it 

can affect power dynamics even in civil service settings, initiating reforms and privileges. This extract 

al religious power can convey a sense of power dynamics and patronage. In the 

narrative above, Abe is positioned as a beneficiary of traditional power structures, implying that 

tional power coupled 

with his family political connections gave him an edge over others in his office. Dynamic Modality is 

depicted in this extract because it reveals what naturally happens when one is empowered both 

s uses the appropriate of words to convey traditional 

engagements and power such as “Chief”, “coronation”, activating both the schemata of traditional 

power and prestige, and the topoi of traditional authority, showing how chieftaincy and patronage are 

Extract 3 is a reflection of the internal dynamics of the state bureaucracy and the role of patronage and 

class connection in securing power and privilege. Besides, Abe’s acquisition of the “Chief” title is an 

ation of symbolic capital. This title, a piece of pre-capitalist or 

opted and fused with modern professional credentials 

(Chief Dr Abe) to enhance his status and bypass bureaucratic protocol.  This title eventually becomes 

the ideological tool to secure and control power. Abe’s rise to power is, however, not really tied to this 

inordinate coronation but to his capitalist’s class connection. Abe is a beneficiary of patronage, which is 

er by the ruling class to secure “juicy” positions for their own members and 
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allies, regardless of merit. This extract demonstrates that the state bureaucracy is not a neutral arbiter 

but a mechanism through which the ruling class reproduces itself and adv

Extract 4: State integration of Traditional Religion

Chief visitors were Tagul elders. Tagul was fifteen miles south of Aafin, along the Sagiso river. It was 

the second, smaller town in Uguri District, but it had not produced a sena

creation of the district. In the past, they had been content with cash apologies and future promises, but 

now they had viable prospect: an uppity businessman who drank hard and spoke loud, whose name was 

Gaius Deh. He had not formally announced for Senate though. He would not have dared without 

Chief’s blessings. But they were going to be much more expensive to buy off this time (TGoSA 295).

Transitivity, Modality, Lexicalisation and Marxism

In the extract 4, Nwokolo depicts Tagu elders as people credited with traditional authority. They are 

instruments use for maintaining and influencing local power dynamics through their traditional 

influence. And since the contention in the extract is for the office of the Senate, Tagul el

examples of the use of religion as an instrument of political hegemony. Processes like “produced” and 

“had been content” show how the Tagul elders represent the power dynamics and control; hence, they 

determine to a large extent who wins the offic

to depict respect, authority and tradition. 

Nwokolo employs the use of the Epistemic Modality of Certainty in expressions like “But they were not 

going to be much more expensive to buy off this ti

the expression “to buy off this time” implying that they are kingmakers who have the ability to fulfil a 

politician’s senatorial ambition. Deontic Modality of Permission can be applied in the case of Gaiu

The elders have endorsed him this time as their candidate:“but now they had viable prospect: an uppity 

businessman”.   

This extract echoes the Marxist ideology of geographical class power, regional inequality and the 

negotiation of political access. From a Marxist perspective, capital and political power concentration in 

core areas (like Aafin), while peripheral areas (Tagul) are marginalised and often exist merely as 

sources of resources, labour or votes, receiving little investment or political repres

process. This imbalance is necessary for the centre to maintain its dominance and extract value. The 

extract also shows that there could be conflicting capitalist’s interests too as seen in the case of the 

Chief and Gaius. Nevertheless, whi

seen as a petty bourgeoisie (a small capitalist or trader) whose economic success gives him the means as 

well as the confidence to challenge the political status quo. The likes of Gaius
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allies, regardless of merit. This extract demonstrates that the state bureaucracy is not a neutral arbiter 

but a mechanism through which the ruling class reproduces itself and advances its interests.   

Extract 4: State integration of Traditional Religion 

Chief visitors were Tagul elders. Tagul was fifteen miles south of Aafin, along the Sagiso river. It was 

the second, smaller town in Uguri District, but it had not produced a senator in the fifty years since the 

creation of the district. In the past, they had been content with cash apologies and future promises, but 

now they had viable prospect: an uppity businessman who drank hard and spoke loud, whose name was 

ot formally announced for Senate though. He would not have dared without 

Chief’s blessings. But they were going to be much more expensive to buy off this time (TGoSA 295).

Transitivity, Modality, Lexicalisation and Marxism 

Tagu elders as people credited with traditional authority. They are 

instruments use for maintaining and influencing local power dynamics through their traditional 

influence. And since the contention in the extract is for the office of the Senate, Tagul el

examples of the use of religion as an instrument of political hegemony. Processes like “produced” and 

“had been content” show how the Tagul elders represent the power dynamics and control; hence, they 

determine to a large extent who wins the office from their senatorial zone.  The use of “elders” is used 

to depict respect, authority and tradition.  

Nwokolo employs the use of the Epistemic Modality of Certainty in expressions like “But they were not 

going to be much more expensive to buy off this time”; the use of Dynamic Modality of Ability is seen 

the expression “to buy off this time” implying that they are kingmakers who have the ability to fulfil a 

politician’s senatorial ambition. Deontic Modality of Permission can be applied in the case of Gaiu

The elders have endorsed him this time as their candidate:“but now they had viable prospect: an uppity 

This extract echoes the Marxist ideology of geographical class power, regional inequality and the 

om a Marxist perspective, capital and political power concentration in 

core areas (like Aafin), while peripheral areas (Tagul) are marginalised and often exist merely as 

sources of resources, labour or votes, receiving little investment or political repres

process. This imbalance is necessary for the centre to maintain its dominance and extract value. The 

extract also shows that there could be conflicting capitalist’s interests too as seen in the case of the 

Chief and Gaius. Nevertheless, while the former is seen as the larger political superstructure, Gaius is 

seen as a petty bourgeoisie (a small capitalist or trader) whose economic success gives him the means as 

well as the confidence to challenge the political status quo. The likes of Gaius are not to be taken for 
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allies, regardless of merit. This extract demonstrates that the state bureaucracy is not a neutral arbiter 

ances its interests.    

Chief visitors were Tagul elders. Tagul was fifteen miles south of Aafin, along the Sagiso river. It was 

tor in the fifty years since the 

creation of the district. In the past, they had been content with cash apologies and future promises, but 

now they had viable prospect: an uppity businessman who drank hard and spoke loud, whose name was 

ot formally announced for Senate though. He would not have dared without 

Chief’s blessings. But they were going to be much more expensive to buy off this time (TGoSA 295). 

Tagu elders as people credited with traditional authority. They are 

instruments use for maintaining and influencing local power dynamics through their traditional 

influence. And since the contention in the extract is for the office of the Senate, Tagul elders are 

examples of the use of religion as an instrument of political hegemony. Processes like “produced” and 

“had been content” show how the Tagul elders represent the power dynamics and control; hence, they 

e from their senatorial zone.  The use of “elders” is used 

Nwokolo employs the use of the Epistemic Modality of Certainty in expressions like “But they were not 

me”; the use of Dynamic Modality of Ability is seen 

the expression “to buy off this time” implying that they are kingmakers who have the ability to fulfil a 

politician’s senatorial ambition. Deontic Modality of Permission can be applied in the case of Gaius.  

The elders have endorsed him this time as their candidate:“but now they had viable prospect: an uppity 

This extract echoes the Marxist ideology of geographical class power, regional inequality and the 

om a Marxist perspective, capital and political power concentration in 

core areas (like Aafin), while peripheral areas (Tagul) are marginalised and often exist merely as 

sources of resources, labour or votes, receiving little investment or political representation in the 

process. This imbalance is necessary for the centre to maintain its dominance and extract value. The 

extract also shows that there could be conflicting capitalist’s interests too as seen in the case of the 

le the former is seen as the larger political superstructure, Gaius is 

seen as a petty bourgeoisie (a small capitalist or trader) whose economic success gives him the means as 

are not to be taken for 
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granted within the capitalist system as he could pose a significant threat to the capitalist order. People 

like Gaius have the capitalist credentials to be lured into the inner circle, but most importantly, his 

candidacy is a depiction of class struggle and competition common in the political arena.

Words/Expressions that highlight religious hegemony 

Underneath is a summary of the words that highlight religious hegemony from the data analysed thus 

far:  

1.“Muslim colonels and majors of his acquaintance

pretty Christian”, “alhaji title he had acquired at all cost”

fit into his new religion”. These expressions help to indicate religious dynamics in the

power and control. 

2:“manna from the seas”, “providentially swum all the way upriver to beach near their village”

and “thinned the hundred-strong congregation

disaster (oil pollution) against a once flourishing aquatic community.

3: “was appointed a chief”,“with the differential moniker, Chief”

the pool typists began to put the name Chief Dr”

one’s social status.  

4: “now they had viable prospect”

time”, indicating the approval of traditional authority in the endorsing of candidates for political 

offices.  

Table 1: SFL Processes  

S/N Material 

Process 

Mental

Process

 “had served” 

(action/utiliza

tion) 

“eviction” 

(action/remo

val) 

“strip” 

(action/relinq

uishment) 

“break up” 

“loathe” 

(emotion

al 

state/relu

ctance)
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granted within the capitalist system as he could pose a significant threat to the capitalist order. People 

like Gaius have the capitalist credentials to be lured into the inner circle, but most importantly, his 

tion of class struggle and competition common in the political arena.

Words/Expressions that highlight religious hegemony  

Underneath is a summary of the words that highlight religious hegemony from the data analysed thus 

s of his acquaintance”, “The president and his circles were now 

alhaji title he had acquired at all cost”, and “he had to put a prefix before it to 

These expressions help to indicate religious dynamics in the

“manna from the seas”, “providentially swum all the way upriver to beach near their village”

strong congregation” showing the ironic intent of depicting a man

a once flourishing aquatic community. 

“was appointed a chief”,“with the differential moniker, Chief”, “official circulars put out by 

the pool typists began to put the name Chief Dr” indicating how a traditional title can impact on 

“now they had viable prospect” and “they were going to be much more expensive to buy off this 

, indicating the approval of traditional authority in the endorsing of candidates for political 

Mental 

Process 

Relational 

Process 

Verbal 

Process  

Behavioural 

Process 

Existential 

Process

“loathe” 

(emotion

state/relu

ctance) 

“was” 

(attribute/st

ate) – “The 

president 

and his 

circles 

were now 

pretty 

Christian” 

“had 

Not 

explicitl

y stated  

“fit” 

(behavioural 

adaptation) –

“fit into his 

new religion” 

Not 

explicitly 

stated 
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granted within the capitalist system as he could pose a significant threat to the capitalist order. People 

like Gaius have the capitalist credentials to be lured into the inner circle, but most importantly, his 

tion of class struggle and competition common in the political arena. 

Underneath is a summary of the words that highlight religious hegemony from the data analysed thus 

The president and his circles were now 

he had to put a prefix before it to 

These expressions help to indicate religious dynamics in the context of 

“manna from the seas”, “providentially swum all the way upriver to beach near their village”, 

” showing the ironic intent of depicting a man-made 

“official circulars put out by 

indicating how a traditional title can impact on 

“they were going to be much more expensive to buy off this 

, indicating the approval of traditional authority in the endorsing of candidates for political 

Existential 

Process 

Not 

explicitly 

stated  
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(action/separ

ation) 

“do” 

(action/adapt

ation) 

“got on” 

(action/progr

ession) 

 “arrived” 

“filtered” 

“suffered” 

“thinned” 

“slipped 

away” 

“close” 

“Knew” 

 “appointed” 

(action/recog

nition) 

“got” 

(action/receip

t) –“got the 

invitation” 

“put” 

(action/prese

ntation) - 

"put the 

name Chief 

Dr. Abel 

Arauna" 

“spent” 

(action/durati

on) –“Phiri 

“realised

” 

(cognitiv

e 

state/und

erstandin

g) 

“grieving

” 

(emotion

al 

state/dist

ress) 
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acquired” 

(attribute/p

ossession) 

–“the alhaji 

title he had 

acquired” 

“Knew”  “was” “preachi

ng” 

Not stated  Not stated 

“realised

(cognitiv

state/und

erstandin

“grieving

(emotion

state/dist

“was” 

(attribute/st

ate) –

“Chief Dr. 

Abe 

Arauna 

was going 

to be the 

next D.G” 

“had” 

(attribute/p

ossession) - 

implied in 

“his uncle” 

“address

ed” 

(verbal 

action/tit

le usage) 

Not 

explicitly 

stated  

Not 

explicitly 

stated 
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Not stated  

Not 

explicitly 

stated  
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spent eight 

years” 

“discovered” 

(action/realiz

ation) - "new 

entrants 

discovered" 

“write” 

(action/strate

gy) - "write 

brilliant 

memos" 

“sign” 

(action/endor

sement) - 

"get Abe to 

sign them" 

“stared” 

(action/reflec

tion) –“Phiri 

stared at his 

face” 

 “produced” 

(action/outpu

t) –“had not 

produced a 

senator” 

“announced” 

(action/declar

ation) –“had 

not formally 

announced” 

Not 

explicitly 

stated  
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explicitly 

 

“was” 

(attribute/st

ate) –

“Tagul was 

fifteen 

miles 

south” 

“had” 

(attribute/p

ossession) -

“spoke” 

(verbal 

action/c

ommuni

cation) –

“spoke 

loud” 

Behavioural 

Process: 

“drank” 

(behavioural 

action/habit) 

Not 

explicitly 

stated 
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Not 

explicitly 

stated  
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“dared” 

(action/coura

ge) –“would 

not have 

dared” 

 

Table 2: SFL Processes  

S/N Participants  

1 “Qudus” (individual/main 

character) 

“Muslim colonels and 

majors” (group/previous 

associates) 

“The president” 

(individual/authority figure)

2. “Nobody” 

“Pastor Dego”     

“the congregation” 

“the faithful” 

 “his own wife” 

3 “Abe Araguna” 

(individual/beneficiary)

“Phiri” (individual/observer)

“D.G” (individual/authority 

figure) 

“new entrants” 

(group/organizational actors)

“uncle” 

(individual/influential figure)

IUT Journal of Advanced Research and Development 

IUT Journal of Advanced Research and Development (IUT-JARD), The ICFAI University Tripura

                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                           
ISSN2455–7846 

“they had 

viable 

prospect” 

Circumstances  Modality  

“Qudus” (individual/main 

“Muslim colonels and 

majors” (group/previous 

president” 

(individual/authority figure) 

“at prayer” 

(context/religious 

practice) 

“in his new religion” 

(context/religious 

affiliation) 

“had to” 

(obligation/necessity)

“certainly” 

(certainty/resolution)

“on the river beach” 

(Location) 

“that Sunday morning” 

(Time) 

“for several hours” 

(Duration) 

“near their village” 

(Location) 

“was forced to” 

obligation/necessity

“Abe Araguna” 

(individual/beneficiary) 

server) 

“D.G” (individual/authority 

“new entrants” 

(group/organizational actors) 

(individual/influential figure) 

“in the department” 

(context/organizational 

setting) 

“contrary to protocol” 

(context/rules and 

regulations) 

“inevitably” 

(certainty/prediction)
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“had to” 

(obligation/necessity) 

(certainty/resolution) 

“was forced to” 

obligation/necessity 

“inevitably” 

(certainty/prediction) 



IUT Journal of Advanced Research and Development

Volume 9, No 2 (April2023–September2023) 

All rights are reserved by IUT Journal of Advanced Research and Development (IUT

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                            

 
 

 
 

4 “Chief” 

(individual/influential figure)

“Tagul elders” 

(group/visitors) 

“Gaius Deh” 

(individual/potential 

candidate) 

 

Discussion of Findings  

Within capitalist narratives, religion is seen in two ways: as a tool for maintaining social stability and 

control among the working class, and a framework of value that helps to sustain the “spirit of 

capitalism”. Thus, this article, through Nwokolo selected texts, depicts religion as a potent force and a 

state apparatus of power. This is suggestive that religion is used as a tool to mainta

ideology and social order. By implication, it is not uncommon for certain religious beliefs to be the 

prevalent ideological bloc; and hence, a member of such a religion is guaranteed access to power, 

influence and privilege. Hence, it can b

norms and as an instrument of manipulation. He reechoes that religion is used as a tool for political 

maneuvering, and it can be used to shape state power and policies. Thus, even though Nige

have a state religion, the influence of religion on state affairs is still as dominant as ever, including 

using religion to gain identity and gain political leverage especially on perceived political opponents 

who in most cases identify with another religion.

This paper suggests that religious hegemony can be achieved both through ideological force and 

consent. Invariably, some religious hegemonies are maintained through coercion, while others are 

maintained through persuasion and voluntary acc

and Islam. Consider these expressions, “For a while, it had served him to sit down at prayer with the 

Muslim colonels and majors of his acquaintance”, and “that time had long gone with their eviction f

government. The president and his circles were now pretty Christian” (Extract 5). An expression like 

“but Qudus was loathe to strip himself of the alhaji title he had acquired at all cost, even if he had to put 

a prefix before it to fit into his new re

ideology one that influences power dynamics, and political influence and relevance. This is expectedly 

so in the construct “at all cost” in extract 1. 

The concept of changing one’s religion to maintain political power or remain politically relevant, in this 
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(individual/influential figure) 

“Tagul elders” 

“Gaius Deh” 

“inUguri District” 

(context/geographic 

location) 

“since the creation of 

the district” 

(context/historical 

background) 

“would not have 

dared” 

(conditional/constraint)

“were going to be” 

(future/prediction)

Within capitalist narratives, religion is seen in two ways: as a tool for maintaining social stability and 

, and a framework of value that helps to sustain the “spirit of 

capitalism”. Thus, this article, through Nwokolo selected texts, depicts religion as a potent force and a 

state apparatus of power. This is suggestive that religion is used as a tool to mainta

ideology and social order. By implication, it is not uncommon for certain religious beliefs to be the 

prevalent ideological bloc; and hence, a member of such a religion is guaranteed access to power, 

influence and privilege. Hence, it can be used to legitimise power structures, reinforce existing social 

norms and as an instrument of manipulation. He reechoes that religion is used as a tool for political 

maneuvering, and it can be used to shape state power and policies. Thus, even though Nige

have a state religion, the influence of religion on state affairs is still as dominant as ever, including 

using religion to gain identity and gain political leverage especially on perceived political opponents 

nother religion. 

This paper suggests that religious hegemony can be achieved both through ideological force and 

consent. Invariably, some religious hegemonies are maintained through coercion, while others are 

maintained through persuasion and voluntary acceptance especially Western religions like Christianity 

and Islam. Consider these expressions, “For a while, it had served him to sit down at prayer with the 

Muslim colonels and majors of his acquaintance”, and “that time had long gone with their eviction f

government. The president and his circles were now pretty Christian” (Extract 5). An expression like 

“but Qudus was loathe to strip himself of the alhaji title he had acquired at all cost, even if he had to put 

a prefix before it to fit into his new religion” shows that there is a nexus between religion and political 

ideology one that influences power dynamics, and political influence and relevance. This is expectedly 

so in the construct “at all cost” in extract 1.  

The concept of changing one’s religion to maintain political power or remain politically relevant, in this 
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“would not have 

(conditional/constraint) 

“were going to be” 

(future/prediction) 

Within capitalist narratives, religion is seen in two ways: as a tool for maintaining social stability and 

, and a framework of value that helps to sustain the “spirit of 

capitalism”. Thus, this article, through Nwokolo selected texts, depicts religion as a potent force and a 

state apparatus of power. This is suggestive that religion is used as a tool to maintain the dominant 

ideology and social order. By implication, it is not uncommon for certain religious beliefs to be the 

prevalent ideological bloc; and hence, a member of such a religion is guaranteed access to power, 

e used to legitimise power structures, reinforce existing social 

norms and as an instrument of manipulation. He reechoes that religion is used as a tool for political 

maneuvering, and it can be used to shape state power and policies. Thus, even though Nigeria does not 

have a state religion, the influence of religion on state affairs is still as dominant as ever, including 

using religion to gain identity and gain political leverage especially on perceived political opponents 

This paper suggests that religious hegemony can be achieved both through ideological force and 

consent. Invariably, some religious hegemonies are maintained through coercion, while others are 

eptance especially Western religions like Christianity 

and Islam. Consider these expressions, “For a while, it had served him to sit down at prayer with the 

Muslim colonels and majors of his acquaintance”, and “that time had long gone with their eviction from 

government. The president and his circles were now pretty Christian” (Extract 5). An expression like 

“but Qudus was loathe to strip himself of the alhaji title he had acquired at all cost, even if he had to put 

ligion” shows that there is a nexus between religion and political 

ideology one that influences power dynamics, and political influence and relevance. This is expectedly 

The concept of changing one’s religion to maintain political power or remain politically relevant, in this 
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paper, is indicative of religious manipulation or political expediency. It involves exploiting religious 

beliefs for personal or political gain, and 

displays of faith, or aligning with religious factions. This is the point that Nwokolo tries to buttress in 

his texts. In a way, he suggests that politicians do not have a religion. Religion, for po

dynamic, and considered as a means to an end, and not an end itself. It is not a constant belief system as 

the common man would like to believe but a tool of political alignment. For the politician, it especially 

paves the way to the corridors of power.

Furthermore, in the sample extract, expressions like “for a while, it had served him to sit down at prayer 

with the Muslim colonels and majors of his acquaintance. That time had long gone with their eviction 

from government”, shows that timing 

determinant for either power or capitalist accumulation. It plays both a crucial and pervasive role, and 

ultimately influencing nearly every aspect of individual, cooperate or political decision 

emphasis in this paper. The agency of control and power know that for their guaranteed political 

survival, capitalist actors need to act within specific time corridors or become irrelevant. This is clearly 

seen in the case of Qudus. Therefore,

necessity.  

Again, the commercialisation of religion is seen as a common place in capitalist orientation. Qudus 

dramatically changed his religious allegiance because “he had to do and got on wit

other thing that is clearly seen in extract 1 is the lack of “mass consciousness” among the people. While 

there is shared mass suffering, there is the absence of shared economic interests giving the false 

impression that the pressures of capitalism in the Niger Delta are not seen as political problems to be 

solved collectively but as personal issues to be endured. 

In extract 3, the inevitable presence of nepotism in the polity of Nigeria especially within the Nigerian 

civil service is disturbing. As usual, the intersection between nepotism and class struggle create a 

lopsided manifestation of power. While capitalism theoretically promises meritocracy (the best person 

gets the job), nepotism acts as a pre

over the state apparatus, hindering the upward mobility of the working class. In extract 4 also, 

traditional institutions continue to act as catalyst for the reproduction of the capitalist order. While 

doing so, the traditional elite accumulate wealth not through industrial production but through rent

seeking that is collecting money for access to land and political resources from their political principals.  

This creates a specific form of class struggle within traditional 
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paper, is indicative of religious manipulation or political expediency. It involves exploiting religious 

beliefs for personal or political gain, and this potentially involves actions like conversion, public 

displays of faith, or aligning with religious factions. This is the point that Nwokolo tries to buttress in 

his texts. In a way, he suggests that politicians do not have a religion. Religion, for po

dynamic, and considered as a means to an end, and not an end itself. It is not a constant belief system as 

the common man would like to believe but a tool of political alignment. For the politician, it especially 

s of power. 

Furthermore, in the sample extract, expressions like “for a while, it had served him to sit down at prayer 

with the Muslim colonels and majors of his acquaintance. That time had long gone with their eviction 

from government”, shows that timing is crucial in capitalist narrative. Thus, timing is a strong 

determinant for either power or capitalist accumulation. It plays both a crucial and pervasive role, and 

ultimately influencing nearly every aspect of individual, cooperate or political decision 

emphasis in this paper. The agency of control and power know that for their guaranteed political 

survival, capitalist actors need to act within specific time corridors or become irrelevant. This is clearly 

seen in the case of Qudus. Therefore, time is not just a logical requirement but also a structural 

Again, the commercialisation of religion is seen as a common place in capitalist orientation. Qudus 

dramatically changed his religious allegiance because “he had to do and got on wit

other thing that is clearly seen in extract 1 is the lack of “mass consciousness” among the people. While 

there is shared mass suffering, there is the absence of shared economic interests giving the false 

apitalism in the Niger Delta are not seen as political problems to be 

solved collectively but as personal issues to be endured.  

In extract 3, the inevitable presence of nepotism in the polity of Nigeria especially within the Nigerian 

urbing. As usual, the intersection between nepotism and class struggle create a 

lopsided manifestation of power. While capitalism theoretically promises meritocracy (the best person 

gets the job), nepotism acts as a pre-capitalist or “feudal residue” where elite families maintain control 

over the state apparatus, hindering the upward mobility of the working class. In extract 4 also, 

traditional institutions continue to act as catalyst for the reproduction of the capitalist order. While 

onal elite accumulate wealth not through industrial production but through rent

seeking that is collecting money for access to land and political resources from their political principals.  

This creates a specific form of class struggle within traditional territories.  

The ICFAI University Tripura 

 

P
a
g
e2

5 

paper, is indicative of religious manipulation or political expediency. It involves exploiting religious 

this potentially involves actions like conversion, public 

displays of faith, or aligning with religious factions. This is the point that Nwokolo tries to buttress in 

his texts. In a way, he suggests that politicians do not have a religion. Religion, for politicians, is 

dynamic, and considered as a means to an end, and not an end itself. It is not a constant belief system as 

the common man would like to believe but a tool of political alignment. For the politician, it especially 

Furthermore, in the sample extract, expressions like “for a while, it had served him to sit down at prayer 

with the Muslim colonels and majors of his acquaintance. That time had long gone with their eviction 

is crucial in capitalist narrative. Thus, timing is a strong 

determinant for either power or capitalist accumulation. It plays both a crucial and pervasive role, and 

ultimately influencing nearly every aspect of individual, cooperate or political decision which is the 

emphasis in this paper. The agency of control and power know that for their guaranteed political 

survival, capitalist actors need to act within specific time corridors or become irrelevant. This is clearly 

time is not just a logical requirement but also a structural 

Again, the commercialisation of religion is seen as a common place in capitalist orientation. Qudus 

dramatically changed his religious allegiance because “he had to do and got on with business”. One 

other thing that is clearly seen in extract 1 is the lack of “mass consciousness” among the people. While 

there is shared mass suffering, there is the absence of shared economic interests giving the false 

apitalism in the Niger Delta are not seen as political problems to be 

In extract 3, the inevitable presence of nepotism in the polity of Nigeria especially within the Nigerian 

urbing. As usual, the intersection between nepotism and class struggle create a 

lopsided manifestation of power. While capitalism theoretically promises meritocracy (the best person 

elite families maintain control 

over the state apparatus, hindering the upward mobility of the working class. In extract 4 also, 

traditional institutions continue to act as catalyst for the reproduction of the capitalist order. While 

onal elite accumulate wealth not through industrial production but through rent-

seeking that is collecting money for access to land and political resources from their political principals.  
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Conclusion  

This paper has demonstrated how the fusion between Western and traditional religious structures

bolstered by state power-engineers a pervasive religious hegemony in contemporary Nigeria. Through a 

Critical Discourse Analysis of Chuma Nwokolo’s 

Menai, the study illustrated how this dominance was maintained via the strategic commercialisation of 

sacred institutions, the fluidity of high

sanctioned nepotism. Specifically, politicians in the novel navigated both the church and the traditional 

system while using the former for political leverage, and the latter for deep cultural authority. By 

implication, the study unveiled the dual control strategy deployed by politicians to harness the means of 

production within the state. This alliance leaves little room for secular dissent or alternative 

spiritualities, validating the state’s right to rule.
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